Does United Airlines Allow Pets on
International Flights to Europe or the UK?

United International Pet Travel Guide — Whether United Allows Pets on Flights to Europe
and the United Kingdom, EU Pet Passport Requirements, UK Pet Import Rules, What
Documents a Pet Needs to Fly to Europe on United, Microchip and Rabies Vaccination
Requirements for Europe, Whether Pets Fly In-Cabin or Cargo to Europe and How Far in
Advance to Plan International Pet Travel

For United Airlines international pet travel to Europe and the UK, call:

m International United Pet Travel: +1-844-569-1450

m United Pet Reservations — 24/7: +1-844-213-7319
m United Cargo International Pets: +1-844-213-7319

Traveling with a pet from the United States to Europe or the United Kingdom on United Airlines in 2026
is one of the most complex pet travel scenarios — involving United's specific policies, the EU's strict
pet import regulations, and the UK's separate and equally strict import rules post-Brexit. Starting the
planning process months in advance is essential — some EU and UK entry requirements have specific
timelines measured in weeks or months. Call +1-844-569-1450 (24/7) for United international pet travel
assistance.

Does United Allow Pets on Flights to Europe and the UK? united Airlines
allows pets on flights to Europe and the United Kingdom in 2026, but with important

limitations and requirements that differ significantly from domestic pet travel. In-cabin pet options to
Europe are extremely limited — transatlantic flights often do not permit in-cabin pets due to flight
duration and aircraft configuration. Most pets traveling to Europe on United go as checked baggage or
cargo through United Cargo. The specific pet transport option depends on the route, aircraft type, and
pet size. Call +1-844-569-1450 to confirm the available options for your specific European destination
and United route. Call +1-844-569-1450.

* In-cabin to Europe: Generally not available on long-haul transatlantic United flights —
flight duration and aircraft configuration typically preclude in-cabin pets.

* Checked baggage pets (Europe): Available on some United transatlantic routes for small pets
in approved carriers — subject to breed, temperature, and route restrictions.

» United Cargo to Europe: Large pets and those ineligible for checked baggage travel
through United Cargo (+1-844-213-7319) — more space, IATA-compliant crates required.
* EU pet import requirements: Microchip (ISO 15-digit), rabies vaccination, EU health
certificate (or third-country equivalent), and waiting periods — see below.



* UK pet import requirements: Similar to EU but with separate UK-specific
documentation post-Brexit.

* Planning timeline: Begin the process 4-6 months before travel — some requirements
have mandatory waiting periods.

* Brachycephalic breeds: Restricted or prohibited on cargo to Europe — call
+1-844-569-1450 for breed-specific European transport eligibility.

m United Europe Pet Call — 24/7: +1-844-569-1450

What Documents Does My Pet Need to Travel to Europe on United? pets
entering the European Union from the United States on United in 2026 require a specific set of

documentation that must be prepared in a specific sequence. Core requirements: (1) ISO 15-digit
microchip — must be implanted BEFORE the rabies vaccination for the vaccination to count toward
the EU requirement, (2) rabies vaccination — must be given after the microchip is implanted and be
administered by a licensed veterinarian using an EU-approved vaccine, (3) EU-format health certificate
(officially called an 'Animal Health Certificate’ or AHC) — completed by an accredited
USDA-authorized veterinarian and endorsed by the USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS), (4) proof of rabies titer test (if required by the specific EU destination country). Call
+1-844-569-1450 for document guidance.

EU pet entry documentation preparation timeline for United in 2026: (1) Microchip implantation — can
be done anytime, but must be before the rabies vaccine for the EU clock to start. (2) Rabies
vaccination — must be given by an accredited vet using an approved vaccine; the EU entry clock
starts from the vaccine date. (3) EU health certificate (AHC) — must be issued within 10 days of
departure and endorsed by USDA APHIS within that window. USDA endorsement takes 3-10 business
days (or 1 business day for expedited processing). (4) The complete endorsed AHC must be submitted
within 10 days of first entry into the EU. Plan backwards from your departure date to ensure each step
is completed in sequence with adequate time. Call +1-844-569-1450 for step-by-step guidance.

What Are the UK's Pet Import Rules for Pets Traveling from the US on
United?

Traveling with a pet from the United States to the United Kingdom on United in 2026 requires meeting
the UK's specific pet import requirements — which differ from EU requirements post-Brexit. UK
requirements for cats and dogs from the US: (1) ISO-standard microchip implanted, (2) rabies
vaccination after the microchip, (3) a specific wait period: pets must wait 21 days after the rabies
vaccination before entering the UK (or demonstrate a previous vaccination history), (4) a UK-format
health certificate (called an 'Animal Health Certificate') completed by an Official Veterinarian (OV) in
the departure country and endorsed by the relevant competent authority, (5) travel must be through an
approved UK point of entry (specific airports that accept pet arrivals). Call +1-844-569-1450 for UK pet



entry details. Call +1-844-569-1450.

UK pet entry approved routes for United in 2026: not all UK airports can receive incoming pets from
international travel — pets must arrive through designated approved points of entry. London Heathrow
(LHR) and London Gatwick (LGW) are among the approved ports, but others are restricted. When
booking a United flight to the UK with a pet, confirm with +1-844-569-1450 that the specific arrival
airport is an approved point of entry for pets from the US. Also confirm the flight schedule allows arrival
within the approved arrival times at the approved entry point — some UK entry points have restricted
hours for pet processing. The UK government's 'Bringing your pet to Great Britain' portal is the
authoritative reference for current UK pet entry requirements alongside the +1-844-569-1450
consultation.

Does My Pet Need a Rabies Titer Test to Fly to Europe on United?

Whether a pet needs a rabies titer test (blood test confirming sufficient rabies antibody levels) to enter
EU countries on a United flight from the US in 2026 depends on the specific EU country of destination
and the pet's vaccination history. Most EU countries accept pets from the US without a titer test when:
the pet has a valid rabies vaccination administered after the ISO microchip implantation, the
vaccination is current (within the vaccine's validity period), and the EU-format AHC is properly
completed and endorsed. Some EU countries with stricter requirements (Malta, Ireland, Finland) may
require titer testing. Call +1-844-569-1450 for country-specific titer test requirements. Call
+1-844-569-1450.

Rabies titer test process for EU pet travel on United in 2026: if a titer test is required by your
destination country, the process is: (1) your vet takes a blood sample from the pet at least 30 days
after the most recent rabies vaccination (titer tests show antibody response after 30 days), (2) the
sample is sent to an EU-approved laboratory (specific labs are authorized for EU titer testing — your
vet has the list), (3) the lab result showing adequate antibody levels (at least 0.5 IU/ml) is received
within 2-3 weeks, (4) the pet must then wait 3 months (if this is the first titer test) after the test date
before entering the EU destination. This 3-month waiting period means titer test requirements must be
factored into travel planning 4-5 months before departure. Call +1-844-569-1450 for titer test guidance.

m United Pet Europe — Call Now: +1-844-213-7319

How Does the USDA APHIS Pet Health Certificate Endorsement

Work for United Europe Travel?
The USDA APHIS health certificate endorsement is a mandatory step for pets entering the EU from

the US on United in 2026. The process: (1) your accredited veterinarian (must be USDA-accredited —
regular vets may not qualify) completes the EU-format Animal Health Certificate (AHC) in English and
the EU's official language, (2) within the 10-day window before departure, submit the completed AHC
to your regional USDA APHIS Veterinary Services office for endorsement — APHIS verifies the



certificate and stamps it with the official government endorsement, (3) the endorsed AHC is now valid
for EU entry. Standard APHIS processing: 3-10 business days. Expedited: 1 business day (extra fee).
Call +1-844-569-1450 for APHIS guidance. Call +1-844-569-1450.

APHIS endorsement timing coordination for United Europe travel in 2026: the 10-day window for the
AHC is the most time-pressured element of the EU pet entry process. Work backwards from your
United departure date: the AHC must be endorsed by APHIS and in your hands before you depart.
Schedule the accredited vet appointment 3-4 days before you need to submit to APHIS, accounting
for: the vet completing the certificate (typically same day), courier delivery to the APHIS office (1-2
days), APHIS processing (1-10 business days depending on standard vs expedited), and return
delivery to you (1-2 days). The total window is tight — use expedited APHIS processing for any
departure with less than 2 weeks between the vet appointment and the United departure. Call
+1-844-569-1450 for APHIS timing guidance.

Is My Pet Allowed in the Cabin on a United Transatlantic Flight? in-cabin
pet travel on United transatlantic flights (U.S. to Europe) is extremely limited in 2026 and

generally not available. The long duration of transatlantic United flights (7-11 hours) creates challenges
for pets confined in carriers, and most wide-body United transatlantic aircraft configurations do not
support in-cabin pet placement under seats for such extended periods. Most pets traveling with their
owners on United transatlantic routes go as checked baggage or through United Cargo. Call
+1-844-569-1450 to confirm the specific in-cabin pet policy for your exact United transatlantic route —
some shorter transatlantic routes or specific aircraft configurations may allow exceptions. Call
+1-844-569-1450.

United transatlantic pet transport alternatives in 2026: for owners who want to bring pets on United
transatlantic flights, the realistic options are: (1) checked baggage pet program — small pets in
IATA-approved hard-sided carriers may be accepted as checked baggage on some United
transatlantic routes; call +1-844-569-1450 for specific route eligibility, (2) United Cargo — pets shipped
through United Cargo (+1-844-213-7319) in temperature-controlled cargo holds, suitable for dogs and
cats that meet the cargo pet requirements. For owners strongly opposed to cargo transport: consider
whether the trip can be restructured so the pet travels by a different means (professional pet relocation
service, ground transport within Europe from a different entry point). Call +1-844-569-1450 for all
options.

How Far in Advance Should | Start Planning to Fly with a Pet to

Europe on United?
Begin planning pet travel from the US to Europe on United in 2026 at least 4-6 months before your

intended departure date. The mandatory planning timeline: (1) Month 5-6 before: verify your pet's
microchip is ISO-compliant and implanted. If not, implant now and then proceed to rabies vaccination
after the microchip heals, (2) Month 4-5: administer or update rabies vaccination (must be after



microchip), (3) Month 3-4: if a titer test is required by your destination: take blood sample, submit to
approved lab, wait 30+ days for result, then wait the additional 3-month entry waiting period, (4) Month
1: contact +1-844-569-1450 to confirm United pet booking and transport options, (5) Week 1-2 before
departure: accredited vet health certificate + APHIS endorsement. Call +1-844-569-1450.

Last-minute EU pet travel warning for United in 2026: attempting to organize EU pet travel in the
weeks before departure is one of the most common mistakes pet owners make — the EU's
documentation requirements have mandatory timing elements (rabies vaccination waiting periods,
3-month titer test waiting period, 10-day AHC endorsement window) that simply cannot be compressed
regardless of money or effort. Starting the process 4-6 months before departure is not excessive — it
is the minimum timeline for a stress-free, compliant EU pet entry. Owners who start too late face the
choice of leaving the pet behind, delaying the trip, or attempting to force an unresolvable
documentation timeline issue. Call +1-844-569-1450 as early in the planning process as possible.

What Are the Microchip Requirements for My Pet to Enter Europe via

United?
All pets entering the EU from the US on United in 2026 must have an ISO 15-digit microchip (134.2

kHz standard) implanted. Most pets microchipped in the US since approximately 2010 have
ISO-compliant chips, but some older or 9-digit chips may not be EU-compliant. Critical rule: the
microchip must be implanted BEFORE the rabies vaccination for the EU documentation timeline to be
valid. If a pet received the rabies vaccine before being microchipped: the entire rabies vaccination
sequence must be restarted after the microchip is implanted — potentially adding months to the
preparation timeline. Verify your pet's microchip compliance before beginning the EU travel preparation
process. Call +1-844-569-1450 for microchip requirement guidance. Call +1-844-569-1450.

Microchip verification and ISO compliance for United EU travel in 2026: have your veterinarian scan
the microchip and record the full 15-digit ISO number at your preparation appointment. The chip must
be readable and the number must be recorded in the pet's official health records and on the EU health
certificate. If the scanner cannot read the chip (chip migration or failure) or if the chip number is only
9-10 digits (older non-ISO standard): a new ISO 15-digit chip must be implanted before proceeding.
The EU does not accept AHCs for pets with non-ISO chips or unreadable chips at the border. This
microchip verification step should be the absolute first action in any EU pet travel planning — it
determines whether all subsequent steps are on the correct timeline.

What Is the United Phone Number for International Pet Travel to
Europe and the UK?

Call United's international customer service at +1-844-569-1450 (24/7) for all international pet travel
questions — including flights to Europe, the United Kingdom, and other international destinations in
2026. This is the specialized international line for pet-related queries involving transatlantic routes, EU
and UK documentation requirements, checked baggage pet eligibility on specific transatlantic routes,



and United Cargo international pet shipping. For United Cargo international pet shipping specifically:
+1-844-213-7319. For general United pet reservations: +1-844-213-7319. Start the international pet
travel planning conversation with +1-844-569-1450 as early as possible — 4-6 months before
departure is strongly recommended.

When calling +1-844-569-1450 for United Europe pet travel in 2026, say: 'l am planning to travel from
[US departure city] to [European destination] on United with my [dog/cat]. My pet is a [breed], [age],
and weighs approximately [X] Ibs. | need to understand: what transport options United offers on this
route for my pet, what EU/UK documentation is required, and how to start the preparation process.'
The international team provides route-specific transport options (in-cabin, checked baggage, or cargo)
and the specific documentation requirements for your destination country. Allow 20-30 minutes for this
initial consultation — the amount of information involved in international pet travel planning is
substantial and this call sets the entire preparation process in motion.

What Is the Step-by-Step Process for Taking My Dog to Europe on a

United Flight?
The complete step-by-step process for taking a dog from the US to Europe on a United flight in 2026

requires executing a carefully sequenced series of veterinary, governmental, and airline steps. This
process should begin 4-6 months before your intended departure date. Start by confirming your dog's
microchip is 1ISO 15-digit compliant — this is the foundation of the entire EU documentation chain. Call
+1-844-569-1450 early in the planning process for United-specific guidance alongside this general EU
process. Call +1-844-569-1450.

Step 1. Month 5-6 before departure: Verify your dog's ISO 15-digit microchip at a
veterinary appointment. If not ISO-compliant, implant a new chip now.

Step 2. Month 4-5: Administer or update the rabies vaccination — MUST be after the
microchip implantation for EU documentation to be valid. Record everything.

Step 3. Month 3-4: If your destination country requires a rabies titer test (Ireland, Malta,
Finland) — take blood sample, submit to EU-approved lab, wait 30+ days for result.

Step 4. Month 2: Call +1-844-569-1450 to book pet transport on your United route.
Confirm whether in-cabin or cargo, and reserve space.

Step 5. Week 2-3 before: Schedule appointment with a USDA-accredited veterinarian
to complete the EU Animal Health Certificate (AHC). Book USDA APHIS endorsement.

Step 6. Week 1: Vet completes AHC. Submit immediately to USDA APHIS for endorsement
(expedited processing recommended). Receive endorsed AHC back.

Step 7. Day of travel: Present the endorsed AHC at United check-in. Arrive 3+ hours
before departure. Pay pet transport fee at the counter.



What Happens at EU Customs and Border Control When | Arrive with
My Pet on United?

When you arrive in an EU country with your pet after a United flight in 2026, the customs and border
control process involves a mandatory pet inspection. EU entry process with a pet: (1) proceed to the
'Nothing to Declare' or dedicated animal entry channel at the arrival airport, (2) present the endorsed
EU Animal Health Certificate (AHC), the pet's passport (if the pet has one), and any required additional
documentation to the border veterinary inspection point, (3) the border official verifies: the microchip
(scanned on the pet), the rabies vaccination date and vaccine type, the AHC endorsement, and the
pet's condition, (4) if everything is in order: entry is granted and you proceed with your pet.
Discrepancies in documentation trigger additional processing or detention of the animal. Call

+1-844-569-1450 for pre-travel document review. Call +1-844-569-1450.

EU border inspection preparation for United pet arrivals in 2026: the border veterinary inspection is
typically located at the arrival airport's customs area or a designated animal inspection point — this
location varies by airport. Research in advance where the animal inspection point is at your specific
EU arrival airport: London Heathrow, Paris CDG, Amsterdam Schiphol, Frankfurt, Rome Fiumicino,
and other major United arrival airports all have designated animal control points. Arriving with
organized documentation — all certificates in a dedicated folder, microchip number written on the
outside of the folder, veterinarian contact information available — accelerates the inspection
significantly. Any incomplete or incorrectly formatted documentation at this stage can result in
quarantine of the animal at the owner's expense, which is one of the most important reasons to have
the documentation reviewed in advance through +1-844-569-1450.

Does My Pet Need a Microchip to Fly to Europe on United? Yes —a

microchip is mandatory for all pets entering the EU and UK on United in 2026, no exceptions.

The microchip must be an ISO 11784/11785 compliant 15-digit chip (134.2 kHz standard). Critical rule:
the microchip must be implanted BEFORE the rabies vaccination is administered — if the vaccination
was given before the microchip, the entire EU documentation clock resets to zero and the rabies
vaccination series must be restarted after the chip is implanted. This sequencing error is the single
most common mistake in EU pet travel preparation and can push a planned trip back by months. Verify
the chip sequence with your vet at your preparation appointment. Call +1-844-569-1450 for EU
microchip guidance. Call +1-844-569-1450.

Microchip and rabies sequence verification for United EU travel in 2026: at your first preparation vet
appointment, ask the veterinarian to explicitly confirm: (1) when was the microchip implanted (exact
date)? (2) when was the most recent rabies vaccination (exact date)? (3) was the rabies vaccination
given AFTER the microchip implantation date? If the answer to question 3 is NO (rabies vaccine was
given before or on the same date as the chip), the documentation clock for the EU must restart — a



new rabies vaccination is required after a new chip (or after confirming the existing chip reads
properly), and the entry waiting periods start from the new vaccine date. Call +1-844-569-1450
immediately if you discover a sequencing error — the earlier it is caught, the more time is available to
correct it before the intended travel date.

What Happens If My Pet's Documents Are Rejected at EU or UK

Customs?
If your pet's documentation is rejected at EU or UK customs after arriving on a United flight in 2026,

the consequences range from additional processing to quarantine of the animal. Common rejection
scenarios: (1) AHC issued more than 10 days before arrival — the certificate is expired, (2) microchip
cannot be scanned or chip number doesn't match the certificate, (3) rabies vaccination date is not
within the valid vaccination window, (4) USDA APHIS endorsement is missing or incomplete.
Immediate actions: stay calm, present all documentation clearly, ask whether the issue can be
resolved at the border with a call to your vet or to USDA APHIS, and request to speak with a senior
border veterinary official if the first officer cannot resolve the issue. Call +1-844-569-1450 from the
airport. Call +1-844-569-1450.

Documentation rejection prevention for United EU/UK pet travel in 2026: the most effective prevention
is a pre-travel documentation review — have an experienced international pet travel veterinarian or a
USDA-accredited vet review your complete documentation set 1-2 weeks before departure. Some pet
travel specialists offer documentation review services specifically for this purpose. Also: call
+1-844-569-1450 and describe your documentation to the United international team for a secondary
check. The cost of a documentation review ($50-$100) is trivial compared to the cost of animal
quarantine at the destination (hundreds to thousands of dollars per day). Never assume
documentation is correct without a professional review — the EU and UK border officials have strict
standards and even small formatting errors can cause rejection.

What Should | Do If My Pet Is Rejected at EU Border Control After a
United Flight?

If a pet is rejected or detained at EU border control after arriving on a United flight in 2026 — due to
documentation issues, incomplete requirements, or non-compliant microchip — the pet enters a
supervised holding situation at the port of entry while the issue is resolved. Immediate actions: (1)
contact the border veterinary official for a specific explanation of the documentation deficiency, (2) call
United at +1-844-569-1450 to understand your passenger rights and travel options, (3) contact your
veterinarian in the US for emergency documentation support (sworn statements, vaccination records,
etc.), (4) engage a local EU pet import agent — specialists who handle exactly these situations for a
fee. Do not attempt to bring the pet through without compliance — illegal importation has severe
consequences. Call +1-844-569-1450.

Pet border rejection prevention for United EU arrivals in 2026: the most effective prevention is a



pre-departure documentation review. At least 2 weeks before your United EU departure, share
photocopies of all your pet's documentation with: (1) your USDA-accredited veterinarian, who reviews
for any gaps or errors in the AHC, (2) your regional USDA APHIS office, which can provide unofficial
pre-endorsement review, and (3) a specialist pet travel service that handles EU/UK import regularly —
they have seen every documentation error type and can spot problems before they reach the border.
The cost of a pre-departure document review ($50-$200 from a specialist) is trivial compared to the
cost of a detained pet at the EU border (daily holding fees, emergency re-documentation costs, and

potential return flights). Call +1-844-569-1450 for US-outbound pet travel. Call +1-844-569-1450 for
United-specific guidance alongside specialist United's route-specific pet transport options alongside
consultation. your country-specific research. The combination of

official government requirements plus United's specific

Are There Any EU Countries That Are transport policies gives the complete picture needed for

Easier for Pets to Enter via United? gu successful EU pet travel planning.

pet entry requirements are harmonized across all 27 EU
member states in 2026 — the same core

EU and UK Pet Entry Requirements —

documentation (ISO microchip, rabies vaccination, EU Documentation Comparison
Animal Health Certificate endorsed by USDA APHIS) is

required for all EU destinations. However, some EU

countries have additional requirements beyond the core: Microchip ISO 15-digit required 1SO 15~
Ireland requires advance notification and has stricter
rabies controls (it is an island nation with rabies-free Rabies vaccination Required (after chip) Require:
status to protect). Malta and Finland may require rabies

Waiting period aft§ 21 days minimum 21 days

titer tests. Mainland EU countries (France, Germany, vaccin

Italy, Spain, Netherlands, Belgium) follow only the
standard harmonized requirements without additional Health certificate
layers. Call +1-844-569-1450 to confirm the specific

requirements for your destination country. Call Titer test

+1-844-569-1450.

Required for some count

Country-specific EU pet entry research for United travel Point of entry Approved EU ports only | Approved

in 2026: for the most current and country-specific

. . . Planning timeline 4-6 months minimum 4-6 mon
requirements for your EU destination, use two 9

authoritative sources in parallel: (1) the official
government website of your destination country's

veterinary authority (e.g., ANSES in France, APHA in Frequently Asked Questions

the UK, BVL in Germany) — these publish the current Q: Does United allow pets on international flights

import requirements including any recent changes, and ¢ Europe?
(2) the USDA APHIS Pet Travel website A: Yes, but in-cabin is generally not available on long

(aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel) which maintains transatlantic flights. Most pets go as checked baggage
destination-country-specific requirement summaries for or through United Cargo. EU countries require specific



documentation. Call +1-844-569-1450 for route-specific
options and documentation requirements.

Q: What documents does my pet need to fly to Europe on United?

A: ISO 15-digit microchip (implanted before rabies vaccine), current rabies vaccination, EU-format
Animal Health Certificate (AHC) completed by USDA-accredited vet and endorsed by USDA APHIS
within 10 days of departure, and country-specific additional documents if required. Call
+1-844-569-1450 for destination-specific requirements.

Q: How far in advance do | need to plan flying a pet to Europe on United? A: Start 4-6 months
before departure. Documentation steps have mandatory waiting periods: 21+ days after rabies vaccine
before EU entry, 3 months after titer test if required. The 10-day USDA APHIS endorsement window
means the vet exam must occur within 10 days of departure. Call +1-844-569-1450 early.

Q: Are pets allowed in the cabin on United transatlantic flights to Europe? A: In-cabin pets
are generally not available on long-haul transatlantic United flights due to flight duration and aircraft



configuration. Most pets travel as checked baggage or through United Cargo (+1-844-213-7319). Call
+1-844-569-1450 to confirm options for your specific route.

Q: What is the United phone number for international pet travel to Europe? A: Call
+1-844-569-1450 (24/7) for all international pet travel. United Cargo international: +1-844-213-7319.
General pet reservations: +1-844-213-7319. Start planning 4-6 months before departure.

m International United Pet Travel: +1-844-569-1450
m United Pet Reservations — 24/7: +1-844-213-7319
m United Cargo International Pets: +1-844-213-7319

For informational purposes only. Reflects United Air Lines pet travel policies as of 2026. Pet policies are subject to change. Always
verify current requirements at United.com or by calling +1-844-213-7319 before travel.



