[image: GSE Logo]
	Office of Student and Academic Services	www.gse.rutgers.edu
	Graduate School of Education	academic.services@gse.rutgers.edu
	
	Rutgers University--New Brunswick	p.	848-932-3232
	10 Seminary Place	
Advancing Excellence and Equity in Education	New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1183



ED.M. IN SPECIAL EDUCATION WITH APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS (ABA)
Revised August 2025

I.	PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: The Ed.M. in Special Education with Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) offered at the GSE in collaboration with the Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology (GSAPP) provides advanced graduate preparation in special education and enables students to take the coursework required to sit for the Board-Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) exam. This Ed.M. is intended for students seeking the coursework to fulfill eligibility requirements to sit for the BCBA examination.

Through completion of the required courses, students will develop knowledge, and competencies in inclusive education, assessment, intervention, teaching, collaboration, data-based decision making, consultation, instructional technology, related social issues, and New Jersey Special Education Law balancing wellness promotion and risk-based prevention approaches for a diverse group of learners.

This advanced degree program DOES NOT lead to teacher certification in special education. The Association for Behavior Analysis International has verified that the program courses meet the coursework eligibility requirements for candidates to sit for the BCBA examination. Applicants will need to meet additional experiential requirements to be deemed eligible to take the examination. These requirements are not currently included in this degree program.


II.	APPLICATION DEADLINES:
Fall admission - February 1 deadline
Spring admission - October 15 deadline
Summer admission - May 15 deadline


III.	APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS: To be considered for admission to the program, applicants must provide the following before the deadline:
1. Personal statement
2. One letter of recommendation
3. Official undergraduate transcripts




IV.	HOW TO APPLY: Applications are submitted online at the Graduate Admissions website
1. Click on “Create Account or Login” and follow the instructions given.
2. Under “Start an application today!”, click Apply Now
Application Selection
3. For “Level of Application”, select Graduate
4. For “Applicant Type”, select Degree
5. Continue filling out the application, following the on-screen instructions.
Program of Study
6. Under “Program Information”, make sure Degree is selected for “Applicant Type”
7. For “Degree Type”, select Master's (e.g. MA, MS, EdM, MFA)
8. For “Area of Study”, select Education
9. For “Location/Instructional Method”, select New Brunswick
10. For “Program Selection”, select Education - Special Education (EDM) New Brunswick
Program Details
11. For “First Preference Concentration”, select Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). (2nd and 3rd preferences can be left blank.)
12. Complete the rest of the application by providing the requested information.
13. Enter payment information for the non-refundable application fee.
14. Submit your application.




V.	PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS:
	Semester Offered
	Course #
	Course Name
	Credits

	
	
	ABA CORE (18 credits)
	

	
	18:820:512
	Introduction to Analysis and Single Case Design
	3

	
	18:820:513
	Basic Principles of Behavior Analysis
	3

	
	18:820:516
	Applications of Behavior Analytic Principles: Functional Assessment and Treatment Development (prereqs: 820:512 & 820:513)
	3

	
	18:820:521
	Ethics for Behavior Analysts (prereqs: 820:512 & 820:513)
	3

	
	18:820:546
	Special Topics: Applications of Behavior Analytic Principles: Skills Assessment and Instructional Strategies (prereqs: 820:512 & 820:513)
	3

	
	18:820:537
	Theoretical and Philosophical Foundations of Behavior Analysis (prereqs: 820:512 & 820:513)
	3

	
	
	SPECIAL EDUCATION CORE
	

	
	15:293:509
	Emotional and Behavioral Disorders
	3

	
	15:293:522
	Learning Disabilities
	3

	
	15:293:523
	Inclusive Teaching in Education1
	3

	
	15:293:525
	Psychology of the Exceptional Child2
	3

	
	15:293:534
	Classroom Organization for Inclusive and Special Classrooms
	3

	
	
	ELECTIVE (with advisor’s approval) (3 credits)
	

	
	
	One course in (290) Educational Psychology, (293) Special Education, (295) Learning, Cognition, and Development, or (297) Counseling Psychology. No ABA/BCBA courses are permitted to fill the elective requirement.
	3

	
	
	TOTAL CREDITS
	36



Please note: A grade of B or better is required for all ABA Core courses. The above courses will meet the requirements for the master’s degree. An additional, seventh ABA course (18:820:522 Personnel Supervision and Management in ABA - prereqs: 820:512 & 820:513) must be taken to meet the academic requirements for eligibility to take the BCBA examination. Students will need to meet additional fieldwork experience requirements before they can be deemed eligible to take the examination. This seventh course, as well as the experience requirements, are not currently included in this degree program.

1Students who have successfully taken 05:300:304 Fall 2025 or after as part of a 5-year or post-baccalaureate initial certification program at the GSE may substitute that course for 15:293:523.

2Students who have successfully taken 15:293:539 as part of a 5-year or post-baccalaureate initial certification program at the GSE may substitute that course for 15:293:525.

ALSO NOTE: If a student uses a course or courses from their undergraduate career, 5-year, or post-baccalaureate initial certification program to substitute for required courses, then the student will need to take courses in its place to complete this degree program with 36 earned credits.
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