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RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

2021

Graduate School of Education
celebrates the classes of

October 2021
C O N V O C A T I O N

Livingston Campus
October 22, 2021 at 3:30 p.m.
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Processional.................................................................... Class of 2020 and 2021

National Anthem....................................................... Rachel Silverstein, Vocalist
Mason Gross School of the Arts Brass Quintet

Welcome............................................................................Dr. Wanda J. Blanchett
Dean and Distinguished Professor

Speaker................................................................................ Dr. Francine Conway 
Chancellor-Provost

Rutgers University, New Brunswick

Doctor of Philosophy Graduates
Doctor of Education Graduates
Master of Education Graduates..................................................Dr. Alisa Belzer

Professor
Learning and Teaching

Order of Program

Adult and Continuing Education
College Student Affairs
Counseling Psychology
Dance Education
Early Childhood/Elementary Education 
Educational Administration and Supervision
Educational Statistics, Measurement and Evaluation
English/Language-Arts Education
Language Education
Learning, Cognition and Development
Literacy Education
Math Education
Reading Education
School Counseling 
Science Education
Social and Philosophical Foundations of Education
Social Studies Education
Special Education
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Alma Mater.................................................................Rachel Silverstein, Vocalist
Mason Gross School of the Arts Brass Quintet 

On the Banks of the Old Raritan

From far and near we came to Rutgers,
And resolved to learn all that we can;

And so we settled down,
In that noisy college town,

On the banks of the old Raritan.

Refrain:
On the banks of the old Raritan (my friends)

Where old Rutgers evermore shall stand,
For has she not stood 

Since the time of the flood,
On the banks of the old Raritan.

Then sing aloud to Alma Mater
And keep the scarlet in the van’

For with her motto high
Rutgers’ name shall never die

On the banks of the old Raritan.

(Refrain)

Concluding Remarks.......................................................Dr. Wanda J. Blanchett
Dean and Distinguished Professor

Recessional......................................................................Class of 2020 and 2021

Order of Program
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2020-2021 Graduate School of Education
Convocation Speaker

Dr. Francine Conway
Chancellor-Provost 

Rutgers University, New Brunswick

Dr. Francine Conway, a scholar and award-winning clinical psychologist widely 
recognized for her work in child psychopathology, was appointed Chancellor-
Provost of Rutgers University–New Brunswick in July 2021.

Dr. Conway previously served as the Provost of Rutgers–New Brunswick. She is 
also a Distinguished Professor in the Graduate School of Applied and Professional 
Psychology, where she served as Dean from 2016 to 2020.

As Chancellor-Provost, Dr. Conway is leading the development of an Academic 
Master Plan which will chart the course for Rutgers–New Brunswick’s future 
academic priorities, while enhancing the institution’s reputation for academic 
excellence, world-changing research, and service that benefits its host communities, 
the State of New Jersey, the nation, and the world. 

As provost, Dr. Conway embraced a commitment to building a diverse and 
inclusive environment for faculty, staff, and students, including recruitment of 
faculty from underrepresented demographics, and ensuring pathways to success 
for talented students from diverse and at-risk backgrounds.

Chancellor-Provost Conway is the Immediate Past-President of the National 
Council of Schools and Programs of Professional Psychology, where she led a 
campaign to enhance the curriculum in preparing psychologists to lead social 
change. She has also represented Rutgers University in two Big Ten academic 
leadership programs.

Dr. Conway is a graduate of Cornell University and Columbia University, and 
earned her doctoral degree from the Gordon F. Derner Institute of Advanced 
Psychological Studies at Adelphi University, where she later served on the faculty 
for 13 years.
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
DISSERTATION AWARDS

Evelyn Headley Award for Outstanding Dissertation

The Evelyn Headley Award for Outstanding Dissertation was named in 1986 in 
honor of a loyal alumna who graduated from the GSE in 1956. Evelyn Headley 
had a long career in education and was a leader in the Edison Township School 
District. She received the Distinguished Service Award from the GSEAA in 1964. 
Dr. Headley was a member of the Rutgers University Board of Trustees at the time 
of her death in 1985.

2020 Recipient

Jennifer Ann Applebee, Ed.D.
 Student Usage of Open Educational Resource Learning Materials in Algebra2

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke

2021 Recipient

Ariel Leget, Ed.D.
Black Students’ Perceptions of a Paul Robeson Learning-Living Community

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke 

Angelo L. Tomaso Excellence in Dissertation Award

The Angelo L. Tomaso Award for Excellence in Dissertation was named in 1993 
following the sudden death of Dr. Angelo L. Tomaso, who was a member of the 
Graduate School of Education Alumni Association Executive Committee and its 
membership chair. He had retired as Superintendent of the Warren Township School 
District in 1989 and was named a “distinguished alumnus” by the GSE Alumni 
Association. The Washington Valley School in Warren Township was renamed the 
Angelo L. Tomaso School in recognition of his service to the district. 

2020 Recipient

Zaneta Marie Rago, Ed. D.
Queerly Belonging: LGBTQA Student Perceptions of Campus Climate, 

Persistence and Success Outcomes at Rutgers University- New Brunswick
Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Tanja Sargent

2021 Recipient

Anita. R. Kumar, Ed.D.
Learning to Enact Effective Teacher-Child Interactions

in a Practice-Based Course
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Dan Battey



7

Arleen H. Urban Excellence in Dissertation Award

The Arleen H. Urban Excellence in Dissertation Award was established in 2017 to 
honor the life and work of Dr. Arleen Urban. Dr. Urban graduated from the Rutgers 
Graduate School of Education in 1986 with an Ed.D. She treasured the time she spent 
at the GSE and was active in GSEAA activities throughout her professional career. Dr. 
Urban completed a distinguished 41-year career as instructor and supervisor at the 
Somerset County Technical Institute. In addition to receiving many formal honors, 
including the GSEAA Distinguished Service Award and the Rutgers Alumni Meritorious 
Service Award, Dr. Urban was recognized as an outstanding teacher, known for her 
deep personal dedication to education and her kind and generous nature.

2020 Recipient

Katelyn Perry Clark, Ph.D. 
Play Then and Now: 

A Narrative Study of Early Childhood Teachers’ Play Histories and Practices
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Carrie Lobman

2021 Recipient

Stephanie A. Brescia, Ph.D.
Food Insecurity at Rutgers New Brunswick:

Three Investigations into the Personal, Academic, and Institutional Factors that 
Affect the Persistence of Food Insecure Students in Higher Education
Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Cara Cuite and Dr. Florence Hamrick

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
DISSERTATION AWARDS
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New Jersey Distinguished Clinical Intern Award

The New Jersey Distinguished Clinical Intern Award is a prestigious honor presented 
jointly by the New Jersey Department of Education and the New Jersey Association 
of Colleges for Teacher Preparation. This annual award publicly recognizes the top 
fifteen graduates of New Jersey’s teacher preparation programs. The nominees for 
this award have all demonstrated outstanding achievement during their student 
teaching placement. An independent panel of educators evaluates the credentials 
of each nominee and selects fifteen award recipients in June. The following students 
have been selected to represent the GSE in the statewide competition:

2020 Recipients

Victoria A. Cenatiempo
Joseph A. Clark

Christopher R. Curran
Michael D’Andrea

Juliet F. Fanik
MacKenzie M. Farrell

Megan M. Firsichbaum
Hadley Giles

Abigail C. Hipkin
Katherine H. Kaldawi

Kira A. Loh
Alexander Lopez-Perez

Marina Manhary
Krupa A. Patel
Delfina Picchio

Dean C. Pidgeon
Jordan E. Pratko

Gayle H. Reingold
Tania Sawaged

Patricia E. Statkiewicz
Karla M. Velasquez

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
STUDENT AWARDS

Nancy Higginson Dorr Award

The Nancy Higginson Dorr Award was established by her son to honor graduates 
who show promise of being exceptional teachers.  Nancy Higginson Dorr attended 
the Dearborn Seminary in Chicago in the 1860’s and later became a remarkable 
teacher who, according to one of her children, “somehow kept alive the inborn 
curiosity and spirit of inquiry and exploration with which children are born.”  To 
the recipients of this award go “deepest wishes that you might get from it the same 
fullness of life which it helped bring to her.”

2021 Recipients

Brianna D. Brathwaite
Rachel H. Degutz 

Sabeen Khan
Simon Kingsley

Elisabeth A. Landis
Shannon P. Lauder
Kerry A. Laughlin 

June Y. Lee
Chloe J. O’Malley

Hannah Orr 
Laura E. Ruesch 
Thomas Sansone

Maya Z. Smith-Mabry
Marimar Suarez 
Joseph W. Unkel 
Laura E. Vitale

Chanel R. Winstead

2020 Recipients

Michael D’Andrea
Kira A. Loh

Gayle H. Reingold

2021 Recipients

Sabeen Khan
Chole J. O’Malley
Marimar Suarez
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Coleen P. Belmonte
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development 

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Judith Harrison

Stephanie A. Brescia
Higher Education

Dissertation Chairs: Drs. Cara Cuite and Florence Hamrick 

Danielle A. Bugge
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Eugenia Etkina

Jennifer D. Clarke
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Lorraine McCune

Stephen V. Coffin
Theory, Organization and Policy  

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. W. Steven Barnett

Hebbah El Moslimany
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Clark Chinn

Eugene J. Geis
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Greg Camilli

Roberta H. Hunter
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Rebecca Jordan

Victoria Krupnik
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Carolyn Maher

Yan Sun
Statistics and Measurement

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Chia-Yi Chiu

Marianne M. Vanier
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Eugenia Etkina

CLASS OF 2020
Doctor of Philosophy
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Doctor of Education

Madonna E. Afriyie-Adams
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Sharon Ryan

Laura M. Arredondo
Educational Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Beth Rubin

Awo Okaikor M. Aryee-Price
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Beth Rubin

Shannon C. Bretz
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Carrie Lobman

Kanika Chopra
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Angela O’Donnell

Cheryl M. Cuddihy
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Clark Chinn

Sattik Deb
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke

Jordan M. Dellostretto
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Dan Battey

Stephen A. Droske
Educational Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Melinda Mangin

Ellen C. Farr
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Angela O’Donnell

Juail L. Goode
Educational Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Beth Rubin

Edmund W. Gordon
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Angela O’Donnell

Amy L. Greubel
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Janice Gobert

Chelsea L. Jacoby
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Angela O’Donnell

Eunjung Ji
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Angela O’Donnell

Krystyne Kennedy
Teacher Leadership 

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Carrie Lobman

Matthew Kilic
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Beth Rubin

Anita R. Kumar
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Dan Battey
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Doctor of Education

Lucia Lakata
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Carrie Lobman

Ariel Leget
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke

Bridget Lepore
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Carrie Lobman

Joyce G. Leslie
Math

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Carolyn Maher

Cara M. Macaluso
Social and Philosophical Foundations

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Tanja Sargent

Alyssa A. May
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Steven Barnett

Kimberly Y. Melgar
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Beth Rubin

Igor Pashkovskiy
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Beth Rubin

Alberto Rivera-Dominguez
Math

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Carolyn Maher

Rebecca L. Seery
Educational Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Tanja Sargent

Charles L. Silber
Math

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Arthur B. Powell

Eric D. Weaver
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Benjamin Justice
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Master of Arts in Education

Na’Ama Y. Av-Shalom
Veronica L. Cavera
Rachel F. Dickler

Moraima C. Matus-Nicodemos
Molly E. O’Connor

Randi M. Zimmerman

Dina H. Abdelsalam
Mariel S. Acevedo
Bryan W. Adams
Brooke E. Albanese
Lauren P. Alger
Sukaina Ali
Rachel L. Anderson
Noreen A. Anquillano
Jasmine A. Aracena
Lauren Assennata
Sage R. Atwater
Stephanie A. Auble
Erika J. Aust
Amaya R. Ayala
Jake A. Bacchetti
Anne L. Ballman
Sangeeta Bandal
Twana Barrett
Bogdana Bartkiv
Ryan T. Bartol
Lindsey M. Barton
Juliana P. Baurkot
Rebecca M. Befumo
George F. Behr
Ange C. Benjamin
Jade B. Benjamin-Harper
Timothy Black
Michelle Blaydes
Juliana L. Bongiorni
Amber E. Borrero
Christina Boyland
Stacey L. Brands
Tara L. Brett
Devon M. Brown
Katie M. Butler
Vanessa Cadette

Cassidy C. Cain
Angela M. Calasso
Naomi P. Calo
Jessica M. Caramico
Shayna Carney
Samantha M. Carollo
Christina Caronna
Leah R. Carson
Victoria A. Cenatiempo
Valerie M. Cetrulo
Malabika Chakraborty
Caitlin V. Chambers
Kaitlin A. Chan
Kevin Chang
Alexandra Charles
Jennifer A. Cherubini
Keith P. Chiappone
Julia J. Cho
Shakwat M. Chowdhury
Ari L. Citrin
Joseph A. Clark
Rebecca B. Cole
Carly R. Conroy
Christopher R. Curran
Vanessa A. Danek
Gabriela N. DeCicco
Amanda DeFoe 
Dedra N. Demaree
Angela N. DeRocini
Patrick K. Devine
Christine R. DiMarco
Shakenya Dol
Kelsey D. Dreier
Dana N. Drobenak
Victoria Dunn
Kelsey O. Dunnigan

Master of Education
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Alana E. Egan
Jamie L. Einiger
Alex D. Elgart
Karen Encalada
Brittany A. Ericksen
Heather Ettari
Briana S. Falconer
Abigail M. Fallon
Juliet F. Fanik
Ashley Farhan
Mackenzie M. Farrell
Christa E. Fazio
Kaitlin E. Fellin
Pamela A. Fenton
Jennifer L. Ferguson
Bethany A. Fink
Megan M. Firsichbaum
Benjamin J. Fischer
Karen Foster
Danielle S. Fox
Gabriela Francisco
Marie T. Freibergs
Angel R. Fuentes-Pesquera
Ashley M. Fuss
Angelique Galarza
Catherine Gambourg
Peter J. Gangemi
Miguel A. Garcia
Eugene C. Gentile
Marigold B. Giannetta
Rebecca S. Gilbert
Alaina M. Giovanni
Amanda J. Girello
Alexander G. Gold
Daria A. Gonzalez
Theresa A. Gonzalez
Tabatha R. Gould
Sarah E. Grausso
Savannah M. Gregal
William V. Hamilton
Patrick R. Hancock
Kelly A. Hawkes
Vanessa M. Hazzard
Zachary M. Heeman
Madeline M. Hehir
Ava Heidersberger
Abby C. Hellauer Geiger

Carly J. Hering
Katherine L. Hernandez
Courtney A. Higgins
Abigail C. Hipkin
Leah S. Hoffman
Chelsea E. Hornung-Crowley
Rebecca L. Hupp
Huma Hussain-Abidi
Deja J. Jordan
Katherine H. Kaldawi
Jason B. Kang
April D. Keane
Elizabeth A. Kelly
Meghan A. Kelly
Kelly A. Kennedy
Liam J. Kennedy
Sara Khan
Eun Jung Kim
Monica H. Kim
Victoria S. Kim
Sarah M. King
Kristine E. Klimchock
Shauna B. Koerner
Sarah L. Kravits
Ashley S. Kurtzfreilich
Edward P. Landsberg
Sara E. Lebosky
Katherine H. Lee
Yea Lim Lee
Jennifer L. Leimbach
Rachel C. Lella
Brittany L. Leonard
Jena C. Leonardo
Marcia Levin
Jianing Li
Alexis LoCasto
Kira A. Loh
Alexander Lopez-Perez
Anthony E. Louie
Cynthia P. Luciano
Gabriella Macri
Joseph S. Majorczak
Patrick Makowski
Marina Manhary
Catherine G. Manno
Jacquelyn Mantele
Shannon G. Mari
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Daria L. Martin
Samantha C. Martinez
Alyssa Mastrocco
Adriana S. Matt
David Mawyin
Nicole McClelland
Kathleen M. McCunney
Esperliss Melo
Sabrina N. Miller
Taylor M. Miller
Ananya Mondal
Rachel L. Moore
Leigh E. Mueller
Kaitlin A. Muglia
Imani I. Munford
Gerardo A. Najarro
Nicole Neebling
Evan M. Neilio
Alicia Nesser
Andrew Q. Nester
Emily R. Newbold
Tatiana Newcomer
Jeanette Ng
Nancy R. Nicolardi
Lauren E. Nocera
Jake V. Novak
Raheem Nugent
Isabel C. Oldis
Deena K. Oltar
Syde C. Orange
Madelyn M. Owens
Vincent C. Paladino
Angela Park
Elizabeth M. Pastor
Krupa A. Patel
Alexandra Patrocino
Dana L. Pepe
Jordon R. Phillips
Delfina Picchio
Dean C. Pidgeon
Harlie L. Pietrangelo
Brian Pirapakaran
Laraub I. Pirzada
Ashley N. Piserchio
Alyssa M. Plescia
Robert J. Portella
Lizette N. Posada

Jordan E. Pratko
Nicole M. Profita
Umbereen Rashid
Juan M. Regalon
Jessica Rehfuss
Gayle H. Reingold
Mark W. Reinman
Jaclyn A. Reisman
Panagiota Rentezelas
Milton R. Restituyo
Alicia N. Reuter
Jacquelynn J. Rice
Jill R. Ripper
Maria A. Rivero
Hope Robertson
Brittany A. Robinson
Alexandra K. Rodriguez
Andres Rodriguez
Bianca A. Rodriguez
Caleb L. Rogers
Jamila S. Rogers
Michael R. Romano
Emily C. Rosenblum
Allison M. Rudolph
Michael J. Ruschmann
Alexa M. Rusin
Adam Sack
Dawn R. SanFilippo
Jamie B. Sarro
Tania Sawaged
Emily L. Sayer
Arianna R. Schonwald
Jemma B. Schraeder
Alexander R. Schuetz
Stella L. Segal
Francesca J. Sengel
Iman Shah
Nora S. Shalan
Samantha M. Sherman
Julia M. Shicatano
Nicole A. Shipitofsky
Carolina Smith
Dana N. Smith
Amanda M. Stanco
Rachel M. Stanislawczyk
Patricia E. Statkiewicz
Emma A. Streckenbein
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Aislinn R. Strohecker
Deborah Struble
Deidre A. Supple
Aashraya Suresh
Amanda B. Suskin-Santarelli
Shannon R. Sy
Allynn N. Szotak
Katherine A. Tam
Kyle A. Terracciano
Nadine Thompson
Teri J. Tozzi
Lauren Trerotola
Brittany N. Troncone
Kenneth J. Tufo
Morgan Ullery
Larissa Unis
Nicole L. Unis
Meghana Vaghani
Tyler M. Van Atter
Kristen Vargas
Casey L. Veit
Karla M. Velasquez
Maria I. Vogiatzidakis

Casie E. Walker
Donald L. Walker
Ashley Wang
Anastasia M. White
Charles G. Whitman
Thomas H. Wiley
Charise Wilson
Stephanie M. Witko
Kiara E. Wright
Vincent Xu
Basma A. Yaccoub
Christine Yannuzzi
Emily W. Yao
Dabin Yi
Emily P. Young
Mary Jo Zachary
Kerry B. Zak
Donna R. Zaleski
Maozhu Zhao
Yueming Zhao
Qianyi Zhu
Dylan J. Zimbicki
Laura R. Zottarelli
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Jessica A. Darkenwald-Decola
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Alisa Belzer

Lucas Greeley
Theory, Organization and Policy

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Catherine Lugg

Siqing He
Theory, Organization and Policy

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Beth Rubin

Chi-Chun Hung
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Clark Chinn

Jerald Isseks
Theory, Organization and Policy

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Beth Rubin

Brandon Mauclair-Augustin
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Nicole Mirra

James R. Stefanelli
Higher Education

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Jerome Kukor

Robert Zisk
Learning, Cognition, Instruction and Development

Dissertation Chair:  Dr. Eugenia Etkina 

CLASS OF 2021
Doctor of Philosophy
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Doctor of Education

Erica M. Bialick
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke

Joan Cansdale
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Judith Harrison

Tasha Coleman
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Janice Gobert

Wanda Colon
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Angela O’Donnell

Lynda A. Dexheimer
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Benjamin Justice

Antony Farag
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke

Christine Farrell
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Alisa Belzer

Steven R. Jablonski
Educational Leadership

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Beth Rubin

Lisa M. Knox-Brown
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Benjamin Justice

Daniel C. Loughran
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Cheryl McLean

Simone M. Miller
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Clark Chinn

Thomas G. Moore
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Judith Harrison

Donna Mullaney
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Judith Harrison

Michelle L. Neumyer
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke

Mohamad M. Nikoui-Tehrani
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair:  
Dr. Saundra Tomlinson-Clarke

Sarita Paul
Teacher Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Judith Harrison

Milagros Roux
Education, Culture and Society

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Carrie Lobman

Barbara Rusen
Design of Learning Environments

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Angela O’Donnell

Melissa R. Stawicki
Literacy

Dissertation Chair:
Dr. Lesley Morrow

Liana M. Summey
Educational Leadership

Dissertation Chair: 
Dr. Cheryl McLean
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Master of Arts in Education

Martha E. Bernales
Kimberly E. Dustman

Ruby P. Quea
Daniel H. Smith

Stacey K. Abdul-Qawi
Krista M. Abel
Katie E. Accordino
Anna M. Acuna-Gillard
Juliana S. Adcock
Ann F. Almond
Jhordanne B. Anderson
Regina K. Antipin
Jennifer M. Arias
Rebecca J. Assassi
Troudai A. Ayoub
Catherine T. Bachmann
Rosaura Bagolie
Brooke E. Bahooshian
Alexa Baird
Deja Baret
Bria C. Barnes
Christine Barry
Christopher M. Bayer
Ashley Bellaran
Danielle J. Beltran
Otilia E. Benitez
Carl C. Benjamin
Sarah E. Bentivenga
Ceane Bentzley
Ryan T. Berns
Kristina A. Beschastnova
Neetika Bhalla
Carolyn D. Biernacki
Matthew A. Blackman
Courtney A. Bliesath
Taylor N. Bogensberger
Neal M. Bottom
Kaitlin E. Boyle

Yasmine A. Brahmia
Brianna D. Brathwaite
Julianna M. Bravo
Kellie M. Bray
Nicholas J. Brennan
Caitlin Britcher
Leigh J. Brodsky-Schubert
Emily A. Brunner
Alya Bukhari
Lynn A. Burrows
R. Kurt Butka
Breanna G. Carbone
Dawn Carlsen
James R. Catanzarite
Newstein Chang
Kassandra A. Chapter
Nicole F. Chen
Yekaterina Chumbayeva
Stephanie L. Ciampa
Serena L. Claiborne
Elyse C. Climes
Michael A. Conover
Carol M. Contreras
Lizbeth M. Contreras
Jose Costa
Carla A. Cucci
Sofia Cuccio
Caroline M. D’Amore
Jennifer DaSilva
Laura De La Garza Noble
Caitlin A. Decker
Ronald J. DeFelice
Rachel H. Degutz
Robert T. DeStefano

Master of Education

Education Specialist
Elena R. Stremlo
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Olivia L. Di Trolio
Matthew V. Diaz
Nicole J. DiCalogero
Nicholas J. DiCarlo
Alvyn Xeus S. Dimaculangan
Nicole A. DiSalvo
Shannon M. Duffy
Brittany N. Egan
Jared C. Egbutu
Stephanie T. Elliott
Rwan K. Elmohdli
Heather K. Eng
Erik Esqueda
Lisa M. Everett
Chenyu Fang
Asra N. Farooqi
Janine Farraj
Stuart T. Faunce
Lauren E. Feldman
Maria F. Fernandez
Amber M. Ferrante
Allison N. Ferrara
Allison N. Fessenden
Christine A. Fili
Dawn A. Foerst
Chelsea O. Foster
Kayla M. Fournier
Stephanie J. Fox
Alexandra B. Freeman
Isabella S. French
Isaiah Fudge
Justin M. Gala
Dimitri C. Gean
Evalynne Y. Gelinas
Lauren A. Gesualdi
Hamzah Ghani
Julia H. Giacobbe
Nicole B. Girgis
Brooke A. Giuliano
Meredith A. Gnerre
Jordan A. Goldberg
Juliette A. Gomez
Anne Goodwin
Matthew R. Gore
Ashley M. Graham
Jennifer A. Grandel
Eugenia Grigorian

Samantha D. Gueli
Nicole Guerra
Johanna D. Guerra Tapia
Gabriella A. Guerriero
Nicole M. Gural
Sarah J. Gutwein
Frances M. Hallstrom
Lauren M. Hanna
Caitlynn A. Harris
Heather N. Harris
Jesse A. Hein
Jenna N. Helmes
Paige E. Hering
Madison L. Hill
Sarah K. Hill
Cynthia Hinchcliff
Susan M. Hinds
Jennifer L. Hoffman
Whitney M. Howze
Sarah M. Hughes
Lisa A. Ignotis
Lindsey L. Ipson
Juliet A. Jachowski
Chelsea Jacksonjones
Samantha A. Jacobs
Candice R. Jahn
Radhika Jayakumar
Justyna A. Kears
Clare A. Kelly
Margaret M. Kelly
Lillianne Keplinger
Sabeen Khan
Nancy M. Kiley
Erica Kim
Rebecca S. Kim
Simon Kingsley
Zachary W. Klugerman
Julie A. Koft
Kristina Kong
Pearl D. Kustanovich
Joseph D. Labosky
Elizabeth J. Lafargue
Jack A. Lamond
Marija Landeka
Elisabeth A. Landis
Kimberly R. Lanham
Maria Largacha-Spencer



20

Shannon P. Lauder
Kerry A. Laughlin
Rita M. Law
Chaeyoung Lee
Faith Lee
June Y. Lee 
Andrea Legiadre
Ronald J. Lehane
Sarah M. Lessman
Sarah K. Levine
Lingye Li
Xiaotong Liang
Kristina R. Lombardo
Charles Lorentz
Krystle Loughery
Alexandra M. Love
Emely K. Lozada
Hui Ma
Amelia C. Maas
Carolyn T. Mako
Andrea Maldonado
Jason L. Maletzky
Anatoly Markovich
Samuel N. Marshall
Chante N. Martin
Robyn C. Martin
Tiffany Martino
Stephanie L. Marvosa
Wyatt J. Matern
Kerriann Mattaliano
Erin N. McAuliffe
Hannah J. McClain
Rachel H. McDonough
Jacqueline B. McGuire
Brianna L. McKenna
Siobhan M. McLoughlin
Emily A. McMichael
Sarah Medvecky
Katherine Mennona
Linnea E. Middleton
Danielle R. Migliore
Kyle R. Miller
Jennifer A. Miller
Roslyn B. Mills
Allison L. Mitchell
Neil H. Mohamed
Amalia A. Montes

Terrence M. Mooney
Sarah A. Moore
Kimberley V. Mueller
Megan E. Mulrooney
Brielle S. Mulvihill
Sean Murphy
Jocelyn E. Muse-Taylor
Mary K. Nguyen
Nii Amon Nikoi
Yuanwei Niu
Macy L. Nixon
Josephine A. Noone
Sean M. O’Brien
Erin E. O’Connor
Genisis D. Olmedo
Emily M. Olsen
Chloe J. O’Malley
Vivian R. Ordonez
Genesis N. Palacios
Lilian R. Palmere
Julia C. Palozzola
Michelle C. Park
Sarah S. Park
Catherine G. Patrick
Rebecca A. Pavelko
Joanna R. Pedalino
Kellyann R. Pepe
Melissa V. Perez
Lia K. Perez-Curran
Renee J. Perovich
Briel Peters
Alexandra J. Petkovski
Ashley N. Petrozzo
Grace A. Pettit
Colin F. Phelps
Alicia M. Picone
Maryuri Pinto
Ryan T. Pisarri
Gillian Popino
Ashley E. Post
Megan H. Poulson
Robert I. Puhak
Jin Qian
Francesca E. Ragonese
Stephanny Ramos
Erin M. Rasmussen
Randal W. Regan
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Brianna M. Reggiani
Mary A. Reitano Calzada
Kadyann L. Ressaissi
Suhiedy O. Reyes
Brianna B. Rinaldo
Kevin R. Rivera
Sara M. Rivera
Zoe A. Rochman
Kylie E. Rogers
Cassandra A. Rosario
Elena A. Rossano
Hannah R. Rothstein
Laura E. Ruesch
Lauren G. Runge
Amanda N. Rutter
Lisa M. Sacca
Kelly A. Saccone
Julia R. Salinardo
Khadaizha R. Sanders
Corinne A. Santarpia
Amanda M. Schollenberger
Ruth L. Schue
Brandon M. Schultz
Samantha H. Scullion
Tiahna T.  Selby
Caitlyn E. Serafin
Susan A. Severino
Fangze Shang
Zephyr R. Sheblom
Yoo R. Shin
Hannah I. Siebenberg
Brianna C. Sierp
Kayla J. Simmons
Leeanna G. Singleton
Jonathan G. Sisto
Andriana Skalkos
Michele G. Slater
Maya Z. Smith-Mabry
Claudia R. Soga
Caroline A. Sokol
Jessica T. Soldiviero
Melissa H. Sporer
Michelle Stani
Megan A. Stanton
Kordian J. Starczyk
Caitlyn R. Staudt
Jacqueline A. Steadman

Ronny F. Stecher
Carrie B. Steenburgh
Natalie N. Stefano
Stephanie A. Stelmack
Cara N. Stine
Andrew J. Stivers
Cory A. Strain
Marimar Suarez
Maryanne Surowiec
Liana A. Tadeo
Yuen Tang
Samantha Tavalare
Nergis Tepeli
Shalini Thoniyil
Jenna M. Thorne
Patrick J. Thurlow
Priyam Tiwari
Robert S. Torino
Nilzarrel M. Townsend
Michael Trumbauer
Sara Truncali
Vibu Udayaraj
Joseph W. Unkel
Angelica Urban
Emily R. Van Benthuysen
Melissa Vargas Columna
Mary S. Vergis
Hilary Veth
Lauren Visco
Laura E. Vitale
Jared T. Viz
Meagan E. Walker
Hui Wang
Dana F. Warhaftig
April M. Wawryk
Elzbieta Wdowiak
Maria Eugenia C. Willson
Chanel R. Winstead
Abigayle M. Wolski
Nancy Wu
Ke Xu
Andrew S. Yolleck
Victoria E. Zechman
Molly M. Ziegelstein
Julia M. Zimecki
Kristen A. Zmuda
Matthew Zrebiec
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ABOUT THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

For nearly a century, Rutgers Graduate School of Education (GSE) has been a national 
leader in preparing educators, researchers, and leaders who create effective and 
equitable learning opportunities for diverse learners. The GSE’s motto, “Advancing 
Excellence and Equity in Education” is realized through our Urban Social Justice 
Teacher Education Program. This is a premier teacher education program in New 
Jersey. The program is designed to prepare teachers to be engaged in and committed 
to excellence, equity, and social justice in their teaching practice. This program 
also includes the Community School Partnership Network (GSE-CSPN), a select 
network of eight school districts that partner with the GSE to support the education 
of P-12 students and advance the practice of high quality teaching and learning for 
pre-service teachers. 

The GSE is ranked #1 among schools of education in New Jersey by U.S. News 
& World Report. Our centers and institutes also advance excellence and equity in 
education, creating new knowledge and harnessing the research at the GSE to help 
educators implement better policies and practices. GSE centers and institutes include 
the National Institute for Early Education Research, the Center for Minority Serving 
Institutions, the Samuel Dewitt Proctor Institute for Leadership, Equity, & Justice, 
the Robert B. Davis Institute for Learning, the Center for Effective School Practices, 
and the Center for Literacy Development.  

Our world-class faculty has mentored some of the most influential education 
practitioners, researchers, and leaders of our time. GSE faculty serve in leading 
editorial roles in several scholarly research journals, and are continually asked 
to share their expertise in national media. Members of the faculty have also won 
prestigious awards including the Annie and John Selden Prize for Research in 
Undergraduate Mathematics Education, and the Robert A. Millikan Medal.

Our graduates are highly sought after - the NJDOE reports that GSE graduates 
consistently have one of the highest rates of employment in New Jersey’s school 
districts. Students at the GSE are dynamic contributors to education, presenting at 
conferences and taking leadership roles in professional organizations such as the 
American Educational Research Association.

The GSE’s programs prepare effective practitioners, transformative leaders, and 
accomplished researchers. The GSE is home to over 60 different programs of study, 
including Ph.D., Ed.D., master’s, and non-degree programs.  

We have over 16,000 living alumni, 9,000 of whom reside in New Jersey. GSE 
alumni have gone on to become outstanding and transformative education leaders 
in the United States and throughout the world. Whether serving as school district 
superintendents, school principals, and in leadership roles at the NJDOE and other 
government agencies, GSE alumni are advancing excellence and equity in research, 
policy, and practice.

We are very proud of our graduates and appreciate the positive response they have 
received in schools, universities, and other professional settings throughout the 
state, nation, and world. Follow the GSE on LinkedIn, Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, 
and YouTube.
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